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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
503 S. STATE STREET
CARO, MICHIGAN 48723

CAMERON K. STEELE, PASTOR
HOME:  989-673-2516
CELL:  989-550-3355
revcameron.steele@gmail.com

OFFICE PHONE:  989-673-4214
E-MAIL: lynn@stpaulcaro.org
WEBSITE: www.stpaulcaro.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
AT 8:30 A.M. AND 11:00 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE
CLASSES AT 9:45 A.M.
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
SERVICE AT 7:00 P.M.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

STUDY the Word
SEEK the lost
SERVE all people
SHARE our gifts
In JESUS’ name.

…St. Paul Lutheran Church

The February issue of 
The Messenger is sponsored by 

Larry & Bonnie Creutz
in celebration of 

Their 55th Anniversary.

God loves you as if 
you were the only 
one in the world to 
love.  And he loves 
everybody the way 
he loves you.

-St. Augustine

Our food supply for Helping Hands is 

completely gone.  If you could find it in your 

heart to help refill it, it would be 

appreciated.  Cans with flip tops and boxes 

of cereal or other ready to eat items are 

most helpful but all non-perishable items are 

appreciated.  We get so many people that 

need some food.  Please place items in the 

box under the table in the Narthex.



FACTS & FIGURES
DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE OFFERING

12/31/23 & 1/3/24 Worship Services 67 + 13 = 80 $348.00

12/31/23 New Years Eve - Evening 36 $474.00

1/7/24 & 1/10/24 Worship Services 69 + 71 + 19 = 159 $6,379.00

1/14/24 & 1/17/24 Worship Services 46 + 60 + 15 = 121 $4,988.00

1/21/24 & 1/24/24 Worship Services 64 + 57 + 15 = 136 $5,521.00

Needed each week $8,642.37

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

The deadline for the 
March 2024 issue 

of The Messenger is: Monday, 
February 19

 at 12:00 (noon)  

Articles may be emailed to
lynn@stpaulcaro.org

or put in Secretary mailbox

CHILDREN’S BULLETIN 
DRAWING

The winner for the Children’s Bulletin 
Drawing for December is Isla B.  Isla, 
you can either pick up your prize at the 
church office M-F, 8:30-4:30, or you 
can tell myself (Lynn), or Pastor, or one 
of the Elders on Sunday and they can 
let you choose a prize from the prize 
box.  The winner for January will be 
announced in the first Sunday bulletin 
in February and in the March 
newsletter.

Our sympathy to the family 
and friends of Ed Elmy.  Ed 
was born on June 27, 1953 
to Edward and Dorothy 
(Sutherland) Elmy.  He was 
married to Karen on 
December 10, 1986.  He died 
on January 10, 2024 at age 
70.  

Our sympathy to the family 
and friends of Betty 
Norrington.  Betty was born 
on December 2, 1928 to Paul 
and Marie (Trischler) Dost.  
She was married to Wilbur 
Norrington on March 13, 
1948.  She died on January 
12, 2024 at age 95.  



NEWSLETTER SPONSORS 
FOR 2024

If you would like to sponsor 
the newsletter for a month, 
please see or call Lynn in the 
office at 989-673-4214.  The 
cost is only $25 per month.  
The money for the 
sponsorship will be used for 
the gifts for the Children's 
Bulletin Drawing and to supply 
the youth with the 
subscription for their quarterly 
devotion books when our 
current sponsor is done. 

MEMORY VERSE CHALLENGE
Week of February 4, 2024 
Philippians 2:5–11 Have this mind 
among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. Therefore God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Week of February 11, 2024 
Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

Week of February 18, 2024 
Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we 
are, yet without sin.

Week of February 25, 2024 
Psalm 27:1 The LORD is my light and 
my salvation; whom shall I fear? The 
LORD is the stronghold of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid?

Happy 55th 
Anniversary to 

Bonnie & Larry 
Creutz

***ATTENTION:***
The very last page of 
The Messenger this 

month can be taken off 
and folded into a 

program so that you 
can have it whenever 

you may need it.



BECOME A FOSTER 
PARENT

     Children in foster care need 
supportive adults to provide loving 
homes until they can be safely 
reunited with their family.  A loving 
foster family can help a child cope 
with separation and make sure they 
have opportunities to be a kid.  If 
you would like more information 
about opening your heart and your 
home to a child or teen in need, 
please call 1-855-MICHKIDS to 
talk to one of our live 
representatives.  You can also go to 
our website 
Michigan.gov/HopeForAHome 
to find out more.

St. Paul Youth 
in the News

Kameron
Schlund

L
E
N
T

ay aside the non-
essential;

mphasise the
fundamental.

urture through the 
sacramental

hings of worth–the 
transcendental.

Thank you to the congregation.  We 
raised $772 from the paper 
ornament drive for the Food Band of 
Eastern Michigan.  This money will 
go to the Good Samaritan Food 
Pantry in Caro.

~Vicki Reinbold



Caring for My Neighbor
If any of the Ten Commandments might tempt us to think that keeping the 
Law is easy, it would be the Fifth Commandment. After all, how hard is it to 
get through life without murdering somebody? The vast majority of people 
can handle that!

But Jesus famously blows up this notion by pointing out that the command, 
“you shall not murder,” goes much deeper — down to the heart.

You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not murder; 
and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.” But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; 
whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 
says, “You fool!” will be liable to the hell of fire. (Matt. 5:21–22)

Hatred and disdain come from the same sort of crookedness of heart as 
murder. With both murder and hatred, you look down on another person 
and think them of little worth.

In the Small Catechism, Luther also points out that every “do not” in the 
commandments also includes a “do this:” “We should fear and love God so 
that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body but help and support 
him in every physical need” (SC, Fifth Commandment, emphasis added).

We are not called merely to avoid evil; we must also do positive good.

So when Jesus drew near to us and became our neighbor by taking up our 
humanity, He came not only to avoid harming us, but He came to positively 
help us, bless us and serve us.

We are now called to show the love to our neighbors that Christ showed to 
us. Your neighbor is yet another gift that God has given you that requires 
your stewardship. We are called to show mercy, to be kind, to love and 
serve our neighbor. One aspect of this stewardship is financial: our 
neighbors need us to support the church’s work so that they can hear the 
Gospel and come to faith. Our neighbors need the church’s alms and mercy 
work. Our neighbors need our faithful service in all we do in the name of 
Christ.

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship 
Newsletter Article – February 2024



DOROTHEA BENTHIEN CRÄMER 
Dorothea Benthien, from Achim near Bremen, was in 
her mid-twenties when she caught the attention of 
Pastor August Crämer. Dorothea was among a group 
of Lutherans who were on their way to Fort Wayne, 
Ind., when an outbreak of fever on the ship led her to 
selflessly care for the sick, even at personal risk and 
despite having a child of her own. It was suggested to 
Pastor Crämer that she would make a good wife, but 
he thought it proper to put her to the test first. He 
challenged her as to whether she would be willing to 
join him and his group of Franconian colonists as a 
missionary help- er to the Indians. She agreed, and 
Crämer decided to marry her as soon as the shipped 
docked in New York — which he did on June 10, 1845! 

     “Mother Crämer,” as she was called 
by the Native Americans of the Betha- 
ny Indian Mission and later by the 
seminarians, worked shoulder to 
shoulder with her gifted husband at 
Frankenmuth, Fort Wayne, St. Louis 
and Springfield. She consistently 
served the students of the seminary 
and cared deeply for her husband and 
children. In the face of cholera 
outbreaks in Springfield in the 1880s, 
she bravely cared for both her imme- 
diate and extended family. However, 
after the deaths of several children 
and grandchildren, she herself suc- 
cumbed on November 11, 1884, aged 
67. This faithful servant of Christ
 had helped ensure that The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod would have 
sufficient pastors for the proclamation

of the Word and the administration of 
the sacraments according to Christ’s 
institution.
     Dorothea Benthien Crämer 
character- izes the selflessness of the 
women who helped found the 
Missouri Synod. She served quietly out 
of gratefulness to God for His grace 
and mercy given freely through the 
suffering, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. More- over, she shared 
the Gospel of Christ with her 
missionary husband in word and in 
deed as Jesus enabled her. We, who 
have her as an example of the 
response of faith to the mercy of God 
in Christ, are deeply thankful that God 
shared this wonderful gift with the 
people of our Synod. 



Wednesday, 2/14/24:  
5:30 PM - Meal sponsored by 

Youth Ministry
7:00 PM - Ash Wednesday Service

Midweek of Lent 1
Wednesday, 2/21/24:  

5:30 PM - Meal sponsored by 
Quilters

7:00 PM - Lenten Service

Midweek of Lent 2
Wednesday, 2/28/24:  

5:30 PM - Meal sponsored by 
Ushers

7:00 PM - Lenten Service

Midweek of Lent 3
Wednesday, 3/6/24:  

5:30 PM - Meal sponsored by 
LWML

7:00 PM - Lenten Service

Midweek of Lent 4
Wednesday, 3/13/24:  

5:30 PM - Meal sponsored by 
Choir

7:00 PM - Lenten Service

Midweek of Lent 5
Wednesday, 3/20/24:  

5:30 PM - Meal sponsored by 
Margaret LaValley

7:00 PM - Lenten Service

Palm Sunday
Sunday, 3/24/24:  

8:30 AM & 11:00 AM

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, 3/28/24:  

7:00 PM

Good Friday
Friday, 3/29/24:  

1:30 PM

Easter Sunday
Sunday, 3/31/24:  

7:30 AM & 11:00 AM





HAPPY BIRTHDAY
February 1

David Carpenter
Trent Grice

Griffin Lester
 

February 2
Linda Bates
Greg Morris

Bill Gage
 

February 3
Vicky Ewald

Michele Singer
Jolene Walker

February 4
Jay T. Hecht

 
February 5

Doris DeRocco
Margaret LaValley
Brice Temerowskil

 
February 6
Penny Adams

 
February 7
Penny Curtis

Marjorie Duncanson
Rick Odorico

Darcy Tenbusch

February 9
James Miller

Heather Sprague

February 17
Judy Mohr

February 19
Faith Lorf

February 20
Trinity Souva

February 22
Maureen King

Thomas Meyer
Savannah Retzler

February 25
Fred Yonke

Shannon Hecht
Garth Robert Vaughan

February 27
Jason Daniels

Troy Hiser

February 28
Barb Carter
Dwain Ewald
Alexis Novelli

February 10
Mimi Galsterer

Lisa Graf
Lora McKellar

February 11
Jamie LeBlanc

Ann Sattelberg
Marissa Stec

February 12
Nathaniel Turner

Cara Fisch

February 13
Eric Bitzer

Mike Flintoft
Klara Tenbusch

 
February 16

Robert Eremia Jr.
Keith Ewald

Madelyn Neuman
 

God’s Blessings as you celebrate your special day!








