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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 28, 2024 8:30 AM 
May 1, 2024 7:00 PM 

 

The Lord's Supper at St. Paul 
God’s Word teaches the real presence of Christ’s body and blood invisibly in, with 
and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. We take seriously the 
spiritual care of those who commune at our altar. It is important that every partaker 
must be a baptized Christian and come with repentant faith. The Word of God 
states that no one offend against Christ and His Word by denying His true presence 
and its promise and seal of forgiveness. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s 
body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (see 1 Cor. 11:27-29), and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of what is taught and believed at this altar 
(1 Cor. 11:26), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 
(beliefs) differing from that of this congregation (that is, belong to another church 
body or denomination) and yet desire to receive the sacrament, should first speak 
with the pastor before communing. As a courtesy, guests from sister congregations 
of the LCMS or from congregations of the American Association of Lutheran 
Churches (AALC) are also asked to introduce themselves to the pastor before 
communing.  
 

As We Gather 
How far can the human voice travel? Scientists tell us that 
the normal outdoor range for an adult voice traveling 
through still air is about 180 meters or 590 feet. 
Communication in Silbo, a whistled language of Spanish-
speaking inhabitants of the Canary Islands, can travel five 
miles under ideal conditions. The sound of a voice 
traveling across still water at night can range up to 10.5 
miles. Voices can carry! The message that the voices 
carry is what is most important. The spoken message about Jesus shared by Philip 
the deacon with the Ethiopian stranger made an eternal difference in that man’s life. 
The words that we speak and the messages that we share are of great importance 
and have the divine potential to “spread the reign of God the Lord” (LSB 830:1). 
 

Welcome 
 



 

2 

Hymn 913 “O Holy Spirit, Enter In”  
 

Invocation (Please stand, spoken responses) Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
 and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Confession of Sins 
O almighty God, merciful Father, 
 I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
Glory be to God on high: 
 and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day: Easter 5  (Sing responses) 
The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
  

 Let us pray. 
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we 
may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that 
among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys 
are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

First Reading: Acts 8:26–40 (Please be seated)  
 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he 
rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He 
had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, 
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over 
and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the 
prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, 
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“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was 
this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
  so he opens not his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
 Who can describe his generation? 
  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 
36And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the 
eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 
38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the 
water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw 
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until 
he came to Caesarea. 

  

This is the Word of the Lord.  (Spoken responses) 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: 1 John 4:1–21  
 1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this 
you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is 
not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming 
and now is in the world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have 
overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
5They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world 
listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever 
is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and 
the spirit of error. 
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 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 
has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not 
know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love 
one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given 
us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son 
to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to 
believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love 
abides in God, and God abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with us, so 
that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also 
are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. 
For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected 
in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” 
and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom 
he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And this 
commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his 
brother. 

  

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia (Please stand) 
 Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel: John 15:1–8  (Sing responses)  
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
 Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

 1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every 
branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean 
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because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 

  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Children's Hymn of the Month  “He is Lord” (Please be seated) 
He is Lord, He is Lord! 
He is risen from the dead, and he is Lord! 
Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 
That Jesus Christ is Lord.  
 

He’s my…. 
 

He’s our… 
 

Children's Object lesson 
 

Hymn of the Day: 830 “Spread the Reign of God the Lord” 
 

Sermon  “Come Alongside” (Acts 8:26-40) 
 
Creedal Hymn: 953 “We All Believe in One True God”  (Please stand) 
 

Offering (Sunday only) (Please be seated) 
 

Prayer of the Church  (Please stand) 
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Preface  (Spoken responses) 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
 It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He,  
blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; 
 

Pax Domini  (Sing response) John 20:19 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
grant us Thy peace. Amen. 
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Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

Visitors:  
Please read the communion statement at the beginning of this worship folder. 
 

Distribution Hymn: 633 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 
 

Distribution Hymn: 540 “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate” 
 

Nunc Dimittis  (Please stand) Luke 2:29–32 
 Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace  

according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before 
the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving  (Sing responses) Psalm 107:1 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
 and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
Bless we the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
 Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart: 691 “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing” 
 

Leaving 
 

Offering  (Wednesday Evening only)  
(The offering plates are in the back of the church.) 
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