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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

April 7, 2024 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
April 10, 2024 7:00 PM 

 
For Those Desiring Holy Communion 
The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 
bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent 
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and 
loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. Because 
those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily do so to 
their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 
which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, 
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, 
are asked first to speak with the Pastor. For further study, see Matthew 
5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15-35; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.) 
 

As We Gather 
Easter made a difference in the lives of so many 
people! In the core community of believers, it 
wasn’t a matter of something to believe but how 
to make a difference in the way a person lived. 
The other disciples had let Thomas stay with 
them until Jesus reappeared. It must have been a 
tense time, but uniquely bearable because they 
had met their Lord, alive. That change, the 
difference that Easter made, wasn’t limited to the apostles; the entire group 
shared all they had, living testimony of Jesus’ presence with them. How 
will you be different after hearing this great Good News? 
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Preservice Music 
 

Welcome 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 480 “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” 
 

Invocation (Please stand, spoken responses) Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
  
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
 But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

 Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
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Introit Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may 
grow up to salvation— 
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 
make known his deeds among the peoples! 

 
Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
tell of all his wondrous works! 

Glory in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 

 
Seek the LORD and his strength; 
seek his presence continually! 

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered. 

 
He remembers his covenant forever, 
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may 
grow up to salvation— 

if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 

Kyrie (Sing) Mark 10:47 
 Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day: Easter 2 (Spoken responses) 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
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 Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection 
may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord 
and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
    Amen. 
 

First Reading: Acts 4:32–35 (Please be seated)  
 32The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 
no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but 
they had everything in common. 33And with great power the apostles were 
giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace 
was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as 
many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold 35and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 

  

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: 1 John 1:1—2:2  
 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with 
our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and 
we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which 
was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that which we have 
seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may 
be complete. 
 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship 
with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  
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7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we 
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him 
a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

  

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse (Please stand, sing) 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 These things are written that you may believe  
 that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 20:19–31 (Spoken responses)  
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
 Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 
when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
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 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, 
and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his 
side, I will never believe.” 
 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. 
Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 
my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which 
are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name. 

  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 



 

8 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Children's Hymn of the Month  “He is Lord” (Please be seated) 

He is Lord, He is Lord! 
He is risen from the dead, and he is Lord! 
Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 
That Jesus Christ is Lord.  
 
He’s my…. 
 
He’s our… 

 
Children's Object lesson 
 

Hymn of the Day: 470 “O Sons and Daughters of the King” sts. 1–5 
 

Sermon “Easter Makes a Difference” (Acts 4:32-35) 
 
Hymn of the Day: 470 “O Sons and Daughters of the King” sts. 6–9 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church (Please stand) 
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Preface (Spoken responses) 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

 It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, … Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 Amen. 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
(Please be seated) 

Distribution Hymn: 848 “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” 
 

Distribution Hymn: 818 “In Thee Is Gladness” 
 

Nunc Dimittis (Please stand) Luke 2:29–32 
 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 
  
2 All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 
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Post-Communion Collect (Spoken responses) 

 Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
Let us bless the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart: 482 “This Joyful Eastertide” (Please be seated) 
 

Leaving 
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