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PALM SUNDAY 
March 24, 2024 8:30 AM 

 

The Lord's Supper at St. Paul 
God’s Word teaches the real presence of Christ’s body and blood invisibly in, with and 
under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. We take seriously the spiritual care 
of those who commune at our altar. It is important that every partaker must be a 
baptized Christian and come with repentant faith. The Word of God states that no one 
offend against Christ and His Word by denying His true presence and its promise and 
seal of forgiveness. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood 
unworthily do so to their great harm (see 1 Cor. 11:27-29), and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of what is taught and believed at this altar (1 Cor. 11:26), 
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession (beliefs) differing 
from that of this congregation (that is, belong to another church body or denomination) 
and yet desire to receive the sacrament, should first speak with the pastor before 
communing. As a courtesy, guests from sister congregations of the LCMS or from 
congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches (AALC) are also asked 
to introduce themselves to the pastor before communing.  
 

As We Gather 
The death of Jesus on the cross is not cause for continued 
sorrow or ongoing relief. As the Epistle points out, our 
Lord’s giving of Himself for our sin makes His a glorious 
death. It causes “every tongue to confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:11). 
How do we do that? First, our Lord’s death draws us to 
Him, where we find forgiveness, grace, and mercy. Then, 
each day we are given opportunity to die to sin ourselves 
and to receive Christ’s forgiveness. It is an ongoing 
process that involves interacting with the people around us, with whom we share 
Christ’s invitation to heaven itself. We sing “Hosanna,” which means “save us.” 
Because of the cross, we are confident that we have been saved already. 
 

Welcome 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 901 “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 
 

Invocation (Please stand, spoken responses) Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
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Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
 and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Confession of Sins 
O almighty God, merciful Father, 
 I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution John 20:19–23 
 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 118:26 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 
 We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
 

Gloria Patri 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day: Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion 
The Lord be with you. (Sing responses) 
 And with thy spirit. 

  

Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take 
upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that 
we may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made 
partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading: Zechariah 9:9–12 (Please be seated)  
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

  

This is the Word of the Lord. (Spoken responses) 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: Philippians 2:5–11  
 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 
of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
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obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

  

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Choir Anthem “Processional” 
 

Gospel: John 12:20–43 (Please stand, sing responses) 
The Holy Gospel according to St John, the 12th Chapter 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord 
  

12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 
him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it 
is written, 
 15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
 behold, your king is coming, 
  sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 
16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was 
glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and 
had been done to him. 17 The crowd that had been with him when he called 
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 
18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done 
this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining 
nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to Thee O Christ  
 

Nicene Creed 
 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Children's Hymn of the Month “The Children Cry Hosanna” (Please be seated) 

The children shout, “Hosanna!”  
And the men cry out, “Hosanna!” 
And the women cry “Hosanna!”  
O King of Israel.  
 

Blessed is He who comes in the name 
Who comes in the name of the Lord.  
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Blessed is He who comes in the name 
Who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

And the babies cry, “Hosanna!” 
And the old men cry, “Hosanna!” 
Everybody shouts “Hosanna!”  
O King of Israel.  

 
Children's Object lesson 
 

Hymn of the Day: 560 “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed” 
 

Sermon  “Join the Crowd” (John 12:12-19) 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory (Please stand) Psalm 51:10–12 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 
spirit. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Preface (Sing responses) 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 
The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
 It is good and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He,  
blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

Distribution of the Sacrament (Please be seated) 

 

Visitors, please read the communion statement at the beginning of this worship folder. 
 

Distribution Hymn: 438 “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” 

 
Distribution Hymn: 455 “The Royal Banners Forward Go”  (Tune: 579) 

 

Nunc Dimittis (Please stand) Luke 2:29–32 
 Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before  
the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
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Thanksgiving (Sing responses) Psalm 107:1 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
 and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
Bless we the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
 Amen, amen, amen. 

 

Hymn to Depart: 837 “Lift High the Cross” sts. ref–6 
 

Leaving 
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