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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 3, 2024 11:00 am 

 
The Lord's Supper at St. Paul 
God’s Word teaches the real presence of Christ’s body and blood invisibly 
in, with and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. We take 
seriously the spiritual care of those who commune at our altar. It is 
important that every partaker must be a baptized Christian and come with 
repentant faith. The Word of God states that no one offend against Christ 
and His Word by denying His true presence and its promise and seal of 
forgiveness. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood 
unworthily do so to their great harm (see 1 Cor. 11:27-29), and because 
Holy Communion is a confession of what is taught and believed at this altar 
(1 Cor. 11:26), any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 
confession (beliefs) differing from that of this congregation (that is, belong 
to another church body or denomination) and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, should first speak with the pastor before communing. As a 
courtesy, guests from sister congregations of the LCMS or from 
congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches (AALC) 
are also asked to introduce themselves to the pastor before communing.  
 

As We Gather 
We focus our attention on Christ crucified. The apostle 
Paul tells us that this is a stumbling block and 
foolishness to some people. Yet Paul also reminds us 
that for us who are being saved, Christ crucified is the 
power and wisdom of God. We may face people in our 
lives who view us as foolish. God in His wisdom sent 
Jesus to die for you. 
 

Welcome 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 427 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 
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Invocation  (Please stand, spoken responses) Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 
  
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
 and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Confession of Sins 
O almighty God, merciful Father, 
 I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 69:14–16; antiphon: v. 9 

For zeal for your house has consumed me, 
 and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me. 
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Deliver me from sinking in the mire; 
 let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. 
Let not the flood sweep over me, or the deep swallow me up, 
 or the pit close its mouth over me. 
Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good; 
 according to your abundant mercy, turn to me. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

For zeal for your house has consumed me, 
 and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me. 
 

Gloria Patri (Sing) 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day: Lent 3 (Sing responses) 
The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
  

 Let us pray. 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have 
gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and 
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your 
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading: Exodus 20:1–17  (Please be seated)  
 1And God spoke all these words, saying, 
 2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of slavery. 
 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 
 4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or serve them, 
for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 
6but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
 7“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 
will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
 8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor, 
and do all your work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your 
God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, 
your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the 
sojourner who is within your gates. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. 
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
 12“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the 
land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
 13“You shall not murder. 
 14“You shall not commit adultery. 
 15“You shall not steal. 
 16“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 
  
This is the Word of the Lord. (Spoken responses) 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18–31  
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, 
in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 
pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 
22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men. 
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of 
noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God 
made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 
31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
  
This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 2:13–22 (Please stand, sing responses)  
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 
 Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and 
pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15And making a whip of 
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he 
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poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 
16And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not 
make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 17His disciples remembered that 
it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 
 18So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these 
things?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build 
this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking 
about the temple of his body. 22When therefore he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
  
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
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     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Children's Hymn of the Month “The Children Cry Hosanna” (Please be seated) 

The children shout, “Hosanna!”  
And the men cry out, “Hosanna!” 
And the women cry “Hosanna!”  
O King of Israel.  
 
Blessed is He who comes in the name 
Who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 
Blessed is He who comes in the name 
Who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 
And the babies cry, “Hosanna!” 
And the old men cry, “Hosanna!” 
Everybody shouts “Hosanna!”  
O King of Israel.  
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Children's Object lesson 
 

Hymn of the Day: 824 “May God Bestow on Us His Grace” 
 

Sermon “Why Do We Believe in Jesus?” (John 2:13-22) (Please be seated) 
 

Offering 
(The offering plates are in the back of the church.) 
 

Offertory (Please stand) Psalm 51:10–12 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
       and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence,  
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation,  
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Preface (Sing responses) 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
 It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He,  
blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

 
The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Distribution of the Sacrament (Please be seated) 
 

Visitors:  
Please read the communion statement at the beginning of this worship 
folder. 
 

Distribution Hymn: 622 “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” 
 

Distribution Hymn: 707 “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” 
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Nunc Dimittis (Please stand) Luke 2:29–32 
 Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace  

 according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving (Sing responses) Psalm 107:1 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
 and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
Bless we the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
 Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart: 538 “Praise Be to Christ” (Please be seated) 
 

Leaving 
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